Dear 

As your constituent and as a supporter of the aims of Child Poverty Action Group, I write to inform you of my serious concern over the unacceptable level of child poverty in the UK, and of my support for the Government’s pledge to eradicate child poverty by 2020. This Parliament is a critical opportunity to make further progress, both towards meeting the public service agreement target of halving child poverty by 2010 and in building an agenda to sustain and deliver further progress.

I understand CPAG has recently written to you enclosing its manifesto, 10 steps to a society free of child poverty. I urge you to read this document (it can be downloaded - with a longer version discussing each step in detail - from www.cpag.org.uk), to sign up to it (by emailing 10stepspledge@cpag.org.uk) and to place pressure on the Government to implement these steps in its budgets and forthcoming spending review, so that we move faster towards reducing and finally eradicating child poverty.

The key demands are 

· All political parties to commit to eradicate child poverty.

· Poverty proof policies – make each consistent with eradicating child poverty.

· Uprate the combined value of child tax credit and child benefit at least in line with the fastest growing of either prices or earnings. The element of this that is child benefit ought to be maximised.

· Increase the adult payments within income support in line with those for children.

· Reform the administration of tax credits and benefits – ensure they get the right amount to the right people at the right time.

· Ensure all children have full access to the requirements – meals, uniforms and activities – of their education.

· Provide benefit entitlements to all UK residents equally, irrespective of immigration status.

· Work towards better jobs, not just more jobs.

· Introduce free at the point of delivery, good quality, universal childcare.

· Reduce the disproportionate burden of taxation on poorer families.

I would reiterate the importance of improving the financial and social circumstances of all children – and that this Parliament is a serious opportunity to make this progress.

Yours sincerely
