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Thousands of people have now pledged their support to the campaign, with many taking the opportunity to send messages to the Chancellor through the CPAG website.

There follows some quotes from the supporters comments, divided by theme.

Adequacy of Child Benefit

Our supporters believe that Child Benefit is simply not adequate to meet the basic costs of supporting children.
We live in a small house and do not have any family holidays and few treats. It costs me about £100 just to buy a decent pair of shoes for my 3 children to start school. Then we make do with cheap shoes for out of school. I want my children to have good quality, fresh food and clothes and to be a credit to out country when they are older.

Mother, Northamptonshire
This change would help my children take part in after school activities that I can't otherwise afford.
Mother, Middlesex
Bringing up children is the most important job there is and the least rewarded. Increasing Child Benefit would help to change this.

Mother, West Sussex
Lower rate for second and subsequent children

No supporters could see the sense in second and subsequent children receiving less than the first child, believing that all children are of equal worth and cost of raising first, second and subsequent children is the same. The impact is particularly felt by larger families.
Is a second child worth less than the first? No! So don't treat them that way.

Mother, Gwent
No child should be disadvantaged by not being born first in his or her family.

Father, North Yorkshire

There is no logic in paying the eldest child any more than its siblings. This should have been corrected some time ago as it punishes parents who have more than one child.

Mother, Hampshire

As a father of more than one child, surely you would want to support them equally? Why then is child benefit reduced for the second and subsequent children?

Father, West Sussex
I have 5 children and although my partner brings home a good wage to support us all, getting the same amount of child benefit for all our children would help even more.

Mother, Hampshire
Shops don't give you a discount for buying a second pair of shoes, so why should you get less child benefit for subsequent children than you do your first?
Mother, Durham
My husband and I came together 3 years ago and both brought children into the relationship, and as such he lost the extra few pound paid to his son because my daughter was the eldest. I find this wrong, as they are both the same age and as they are both of a differing sex you cannot even suggest handing down items such as clothing.

Mother, Kent
Twins and multiple births
Several people who responded are parents or grandparents of twins. The different levels of child benefit received for siblings born just minutes apart was felt to be particularly unfair.
I have 10 month old twins. When I gave birth I was astounded to find out that the Government believe that my second baby would need less child benefit than the first one even though she was only born a minute later than the first. This is ridiculous! She needs the exact same amount of milk, food and nappies and also can not have hand me downs from her sister seeing as they are the same age. Please, please, please reconsider this rule and increase the child benefit to enable younger children to get the same rate as the oldest child.
Mother of twins, South Yorkshire

I am a mother of twins and I think it is particularly unfair that the second twin gets less benefit than the first.  You have to buy two of everything and it literally costs you twice as much!
Mother, London
Having recently been fortunate enough to have twins and make a further contribution to society, I was disgusted to find such an anomaly in child benefit.
Father, Worcestershire

With triplets there are no economies of scale and no hand-me-downs. Furniture and travel equipment has to be bought in threes and food and clothing requires three times the amount.  A lower payment for subsequent children, especially when they are only minutes apart, is simply not fair.
Mother, London
Before their birth we decided to promote equal rights and individualism for our children we failed at our first obstacle, child benefit, we still have not been able to get equal rights for boys born 1 minute apart!
Mother, Surrey
In work parents
Many respondents were in work, but find that low pay, or and dependency on means tested support, like tax credits is not enough
As a busy mum of 2 with a husband on a very low wage an increase in child benefit would make a huge difference to me and many families like us.

Mother, Essex
I have three kids, one aged 17 and twins at 11months. I work and my husband works full time and we still have no money so we don’t go out don’t drink - can’t afford to.
Mother, Rochdale
I have a 4 year old daughter and twin boys aged 16 months. Both I and my husband work full time to pay our bills and to keep a roof over our head. We don’t live in a fancy house, we bought a council house. I would love to work part time and spend more time with my kids but I can’t afford to. I think it is wrong that our daughter gets more family allowance than our 2 boys; they all cost the same to feed and buy clothes for.

Mother, Fife

I own my own house and my husband stays home to look after my son as we have been told time and again this is the best thing for a child. I am a civil servant and yet we barely get 20 pounds per weeks spare, and that always goes on school trips etc, Tax credit is barely given to us as they made a mistake and now they are taking it all back. 
Mother, West Midlands
Means tested support – Tax Credits, Income Support
Parents dependent on tax credits find child benefit a more reliable and certain way of receiving the support needed for their children. Many of those dependent on Income Support think it is unfair that the Child Benefit they receive is not disregarded.
Tax credits are difficult to apply for and you always worry you're going to lose them.  Child Benefit is paid into my account every month so there is always something there for the children. 

Mother, London
Working and Child Tax Credit can help but often this money is eaten up by high Housing Benefit Tapers. We should now be moving to not count Child Benefit as income like we do with DLA.  It should be issued for children and not treated as income for adults.  It should be increased to a decent level as many parents cannot even feed their children with this money never mind clothe and look after them.  Nappies themselves cost more than what is paid and this should be recognised.

Mother, Ayrshire

Child benefit reaches the parts that other benefits and credits don't - take-up is virtually 100% and there are no administrative minefields to negotiate.

Father, Tyne and Wear
I appreciate your strong commitment to ending child poverty but feel that the effectiveness of Child Tax Credit & Working Tax Credit has been seriously undermined by the extreme complexity of both. Universal benefits and fair income tax seem to me a better way of attacking the problem.
Mother, Hertfordshire
Why does any increase in child benefit automatically get deducted from my income support so I am never any better off? You could increase the amount to £100 a week but those on means tested benefits will never get any increase and those are the people who need it most.

Mother, Bradford
Parental choice

Some parents believe that they should have the right to look after their children themselves, instead of their poverty forcing them into work and using child care.
When parents have caring responsibilities at home, it's not enough to provide better opportunities for flexible working etc or to provide childcare subsidised by the government - since mums at home often really want to care for their own children and many mums have children under school age for whom flexible working schemes are not that relevant. There is a public value to parenting. For too long the debate has centred around improving non-maternal childcare provision - but this is not the only important matter for parents, since mums and dads want to spend time raising their children properly.

Mother, Wiltshire

Equalising child benefit will help me financially due to the fact that I do not work because I home educate my two children; I have to count every penny as I receive very little child maintenance from the children's father even though he is a high earner.

Mother, Middlesex
Child benefit is the only credit that recognises the cost of bringing up children, regardless of whether you choose to look after your own children or use non-parental care (heavily subsidised through child tax credits).
Mother, Chester
Please note that not all parents wish to send their children into care from an early age. Many of us survive on a greatly reduced income from choice, because we have our children and want to care for and be with them. At the moment stay at home parents are discriminated against both on taxation benefits and child care.
Mother, Lincolnshire
ENDS
Why should Child Benefit be increased?
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