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House of Commons Debate: Thursday 1 May 2008
Child Poverty in Scotland

· One in four children in Scotland (250 000) are officially recognised as poor (compared to 20% of the population as a whole and almost double the 1979 rate
). Scotland’s children, like those elsewhere in the UK, are more than twice as likely to be poor than those in Scandinavian countries.
. 

· With political will and investment government policy can reduce poverty. Government commitments to eradicate child poverty by 2020, and policy action, have had an impact. The number of children in poverty has decreased significantly over the last decade.

· Yet progress has stalled. Thousands of our children continue to miss out on the basics; on adequate housing, clothes and shoes, on healthy food, on educational opportunities and on the social activities that bind children to their families, friends and communities. Poverty continues to grind down the quality of children’s lives, and stunt their life chances. 
Scottish Affairs Committee Report into Child Poverty
CPAG in Scotland welcomed the Scottish Affairs Committee report Child Poverty in Scotland, published in February 2008
. 
CPAG in Scotland urges MPs to support the Committee’s following key recommendations; 
Recommendation 6. That “the tax and benefits system must, at a minimum, ensure that no one in full time work is living in poverty” (para 37). 
· Currently a quarter of children living in poverty live in a family where an adult is working full time. CPAG believes the minimum wage and in work tax credit and benefit support must be raised so that no child in a working family is left in poverty. 
Recommendation 10.  That “Ministers must be cautious in suggesting that all parents are now expected to enter paid work. The contribution to society made by full-time carers must not be undervalued”. (see para 47)
· Work is an important route out of poverty. However CPAG believes Ministers must rethink the current emphasis on increasing conditions and sanctions attached to financial support for children and families. We have serious concerns around the planned removal of income support entitlement from many lone parents and increases to conditions attached to benefits for long term sick and disabled people. Parents know their children’s needs best and nearly all are keen to work when the time is right. Children whose parents are unable to work must not be left in poverty. CPAG calls for an urgent review of the value of out of work benefits and the fit with child poverty strategy.
Recommendation 12.  That  “..significantly more resources will be needed in order to reach the 2010 target of lifting half of children out of poverty..” (para 62)

· CPAG strongly welcomed the March 2008 budget announcement of nearly £1billion additional investment in child benefit, child tax credits and housing and council tax benefit disregards. These measures should lift an additional 250 000 children out of poverty across the UK. However CPAG believes an additional £3billion investment is still needed to reach the 2010 target to halve child poverty. 
Recommendation 14.  That the idea of equalising the rate of Child Benefit at the rate paid to first born children is attractive and should be explored further. (para 74)
· Increasing Child Benefit so that all children get the higher rate (currently £18.80 compared to £12.55 for other children) would lift up to 30 000 children out of poverty in Scotland alone.  As the Committee notes Child Benefit has a high take up and helps many of the poorest families, who too often miss out on means tested benefits.
Recommendations 9 and 11. That Government must remove barriers to entering work, including increasing access to affordable childcare (para 45) and that UK Government must work with Scottish Government and local authorities in a “joined up approach” to tackle child poverty (para 53) 
· Further increases in parental employment will require the removal of barriers to employment that rewards families, including lack of affordable childcare and lack of in work training. This requires joined up government bringing together UK employment policies with Scottish and local authority childcare, economic development and skills policies.   
For further information please contact:

John Dickie, Head of CPAG in Scotland on 0141 552 3656 or 07795 340 618
Further information can be found at www.cpag.org.uk/scotland. CPAG is part of the Campaign to End Child Poverty.
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/05/30085716/4" ��www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/05/30085716/4� and Poverty: the stats; CPAG, 2006. Figure given is ‘after housing costs’. Official child poverty rates (i.e. the number of children living in households with below 60% of median income) are measured both ‘before housing costs’ and ‘after housing costs’. The ‘after housing cost’ measure better tracks disposable incomes and equates to less than £223 a week  for a lone parent with two children age 5 and 11, or £301 a week for a couple with two children, 5 and 11 – i.e. less than £11 each a day, to cover food, fuel, household goods, transport, school trips, family visits, leisure etc. etc.) 


� see J Bradshaw, A review of the comparative evidence on child poverty, JRF, 2006 Figure 2


�See  � HYPERLINK "http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmscotaf/277/277.pdf" ��www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmscotaf/277/277.pdf� 





