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c/o CPAG in Scotland








Ladywell

94 Duke Street

Glasgow

G4 0UW

Tel 0141 552 3303
MSP
Address

3 March 2006
Dear
School meals

We are writing to urge you to add your support to the proposal for a Members Bill, lodged this week by Frances Curran MSP, which would extend free school meal entitlement to all primary school children. The proposed Bill would also ensure better nutritional standards, encourage the use of local suppliers and prohibit the use of vending machines for the sale of unhealthy snacks and sugary drinks. 

Consultation on these proposals led to a huge and overwhelmingly positive response from over 500 organisations and individuals including public health specialists, NHS Boards, local authorities, teachers’ unions, school boards, anti-poverty groups and children’s organizations, as well as individual parents and young people.
Along with them we believe that the proposals would:

· make a significant impact on the health and wellbeing of Scotland’s children, 
· tackle pressing problems with child health, nutrition and ability to learn, 

· remove the stigma that is still associated with claiming free school meals, 

· relieve the impact of poverty on our most hard-pressed families, and; 

· remove a very real cost barrier for parents trying to return to work.
Current means testing of free school meal entitlement leads many children to miss out on a healthy meal, with less than half of all pupils taking a school meal. An estimated 100 000 children officially recognized as living in poverty are either not entitled or do not take up their entitlement often due to the associated stigma. Furthermore, recent Scottish Executive research found that the cost of school meals was a key factor for up to 31% of those pupils not taking them.
We believe these disturbing facts highlight the need for further action to improve uptake of increasingly healthy school meals. The cost of free school meals for all primary school children is estimated at £88 to £89 million, a sum that is not only affordable but an investment in our children that we believe Parliament cannot afford not to make. We therefore urge you to add your name to the list of MSPs backing the proposed Bill.

We enclose a briefing paper giving further detail on the case for free school meals and ask you not to hesitate to contact us if you would like to discuss the proposed Bill further.

Yours sincerely,
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John Dickie



Peter Kelly


Head of CPAG in Scotland 
Director,  Poverty Alliance
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Marion Davis



Greg Dempster

Senior Manager, One Plus 
General Secretary

Association of Headteachers and Deputes in Scotland (AHDS)
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Rev Graham K Blount
on behalf of members of the Scottish Churches Social Inclusion Network
