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Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Bill 

Stage 3 Briefing: 14 March 2007
A briefing from the Association of Headteachers and Deputes in Scotland (AHDS), Save the Children, Child Poverty Action Group and Poverty Alliance.
We welcome the progress made in improving the nutritional quality of school meals and the general principles of this Bill in reinforcing that progress. An effective school meals policy can help narrow the attainment gap and tackle poverty in Scotland. However, less than half of all pupils in Scotland benefit from a healthy school meal
. This Bill does not, as currently drafted, go far enough to ensure all children benefit from healthier school meals.
The Association of Headteachers and Deputes in Scotland, Save the Children, CPAG and Poverty Alliance urge MSPs to support Stage 3 amendments that:
· Create a duty on local authorities to provide free nutritious school meals to all primary school children. Such an approach is also supported by, amongst many others, the STUC, the Scottish Churches Social Inclusion Network, Children 1st and Children in Scotland.  PLEASE SUPPORT AMENDMENT 14. 
At the very least we urge members to support amendments that:
· Provide local authorities flexibility to introduce innovative approaches to free school meals.  Support Amendments 1, 3, 4, 22.
· Significantly extend entitlement criteria for free school meals to plug the current gap between the numbers of children officially recognised as living in poverty and the numbers entitled to free school meals. Support Amendment 20 
Key facts
· Around 77 000 children who are officially recognised as living in poverty are not getting the benefit of a free school meal either because they are not entitled (38 800) or do not claim their meal. 24% of children live in poverty, only 18% of school children are entitled to free school meals and only 13% receive one
.
· Evaluation of pilot universal free school meals in Hull primary schools shows take-up of meals up from 36% to 64% and a “significant impact in all areas of children's schooling...behaviour, social relationships, health and learning”
. 

· Cost is a key factor in choosing not to eat a school meal for 21% of primary and 31% of secondary school pupils
.
· The cost of extending entitlement to all primary school children is £73m
.
Contacts John Dickie, CPAG, 0141 552 3303 or 07785340618; Peter Kelly, Poverty Alliance 0141 353 0440; Greg Dempster, AHDS, 07910 291918
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