
   

  

Nicola Sturgeon
Deputy First Minister 
Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure, Investment and Cities
Scottish Government 
St. Andrew's House
Regent Road
Edinburgh
EH1 3DG

Dear Cabinet Secretary,

Free School Meals

We are writing following the
September 2014, all pupils in 
are to receive a free school lunch
around £60m to be made available to the Scottish Government

As anti-poverty campaigners, children’s organizations, trade unions
groups in Scotland we have long argued that the most effective way of ensuring 
all our children, but particularly those in poverty, receive a healthy school lunch is 
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Infrastructure, Investment and Cities

the announcement by the UK government that
all pupils in England in the first three years of primary 

are to receive a free school lunch,i with reported Barnett consequential funding 
to be made available to the Scottish Government.ii  

poverty campaigners, children’s organizations, trade unions and faith 
have long argued that the most effective way of ensuring 

children, but particularly those in poverty, receive a healthy school lunch is 
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to move toward a universal, non means tested approach to the provision of 
healthy lunches. 

We have all welcomed the Scottish Government’s long standing policy objective 
of moving toward the provision of free school meals to all pupils in P1 to P3,iii the 
SNP Manifesto commitment to  “look at ways of expanding current provision”iv

and the progress that has been made in widening entitlement to free school 
meals.v

Nevertheless it has been a matter of real concern and disappointment that, to 
date, the roll out of free school meals to all pupils in P1 to P3, as announced by 
the Scottish Government in 2010, has not yet been fully implemented. What  
limited progress that had been made by local authorities has been scaled back in 
recent years.vi

We therefore believe that the UK government announcement, and the additional 
resources that we understand are to be made available, create a huge 
opportunity for the Scottish Government to now fulfil its ambition of providing a 
free healthy meal to all children in P1 to P3. We urge you to ensure the Scottish 
Government acts as soon as possible to confirm that P1 to P3 children in 
Scottish primary schools will also now receive a healthy school lunch from 
September 2014.

It is, as you are well aware, children and families who are being most damaged 
by the effects of current UK government tax and benefit policies.vii It is vital 
therefore that children and families are the priority for any additional resources 
made available to the Scottish Government. In the face of massive forecast 
increases in child povertyviii and rising evidence of food povertyix there can be no 
greater priority than ensuring all young school children, whatever their home 
circumstances, receive at least one healthy meal a day.

Moreover, commitment to this investment will provide a significant boost to your 
Government’s determination to improve Scotland’s health. We have among the 
highest rates of obesity in the world and over one third of our children are 
overweight or obesex. We know you believe that increasing school meal 
provision has a strong role to play in improving our health – this investment will 
help you progress this goal.   We trust you and your Cabinet colleagues are able 
to act swiftly to grasp this opportunity and fulfil the promise of non means tested 
healthy lunches for children in the early years of Scottish primary school.

We look forward to your early response and we would be pleased to meet you to 
discuss this in more detail.

Yours sincerely,



Grahame Smith
Grahame Smith
STUC 

Larry Flanagan
Educational Institute of Scotland

    

Neil Mathers
Save the Children

Satwat Rehman
One Parent Families in Scotland

Anne Houston
CHILDREN 1ST

John Dickie
CPAG in Scotland

Sally Foster-Fulton
Church of Scotland 

Dave Watson
Educational Institute of Scotland UNISON Scotland

Graeme Brown
Shelter Scotland

Jackie Brock
One Parent Families in Scotland             Children in Scotland

Peter Kelly
Poverty Alliance



cc John Swinney, Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable 
Growth
cc Michael Russell, Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning
cc Alex Neil, Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing

                                           
i https://www.gov.uk/government/news/free-school-lunch-for-every-child-in-infant-school
ii http://www.heraldscotland.com/politics/political-news/salmond-urged-to-back-free-school-meal-
plan.22185363
iii See http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/7646898.stm , reiterated 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/03/26140633
iv http://votesnp.com/campaigns/SNP_Manifesto_2011_lowRes.pdf p23
v For details see see para 3.4 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/06/4917/8#s343
vi Table 9 and Note 5.2  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/06/4917/6
vii CurrentCommittees/62069.aspx
13 IFS, June 2012 see p66 http://www.ifs.org.uk/comms/comm124.pdf
viii viii http://www.ifs.org.uk/comms/r78.pdf. Figures for Scotland can be found on p41 table B.2 
Column 1. The proportion of children living in relative child poverty (after housing costs (AHC) are 
deducted) is forecast to increase from 21.4% in 2011 to 28.4% in 2020 – around 65 000 
additional children pushed into poverty by 2020.
ix http://www.oxfam.org.uk/scotland/blog/2013/05/oxfam-calls-for-inquiry-as-more-than-half-a-
million-need-food-aid
x http://bma.org.uk/working-for-change/improving-and-protecting-health/obesity/obesity-policy-
and-facts


