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50 years ago they claimed that poverty in this country was a thing of the past. 

We disagreed. 

Dear supporter, 

In 1965 both government and media assumed that the welfare state and rising living standards meant that child 

poverty happened elsewhere and not in the UK. But research findings and widespread experience on the 

ground were very different.  

In March 1965, a small group of concerned people working in social services and voluntary organisations as 

well as social policy and sociology academics, including me, met in Toynbee Hall to discuss the growing 

problem of child poverty. Brian Abel-Smith told us about the research findings of what became his and Peter 

Townsend's The Poor and the Poorest, the book that thrust the 'rediscovery' of poverty into political and public 

consciousness. We decided to take action and set up what became the Child Poverty Action Group.  

Today, 50 years later, the situation is far worse. We are facing nothing less than a child poverty crisis. 

Over the next two years almost 30% of children in the UK, some 4 million children, will be living in poverty by the 

government's sparse relative measure, worse even than the population itself considers a decent minimum. Our 

belief has always been that child poverty is an offence against children, that it can and should be eradicated, 

and should never be simply treated as part of the society we hand on to future generations. 

The challenges we now face have changed but our mission at CPAG remains the same: to prevent and end 

child poverty in the UK. With your help, we can: 

 Speak out on child poverty through our research and public campaigns work  

 Tackle growing phenomena like food poverty head on by running advice surgeries in foodbanks 

 Provide expert advice, information and training on social security to frontline staff  

 Bring test cases that defend the rights of children living in poverty. 

And as we document the realities of child poverty using evidence from the frontline and by speaking to families 

themselves, the outlook for the future couldn’t be clearer: we must act now.  

Will you donate to Child Poverty Action Group this Christmas and help us to secure our vision of a 

society free from child poverty?  

You have helped improve the lives of thousands of children over the last 50 years – but there is still so much 

that needs to be done. With your help, we won’t rest until child poverty is truly a thing of the past. 

With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year, 

 

Professor John Veit-Wilson, founder member of the Child Poverty Action Group. 

mailto:staff@cpag.org.uk
http://www.cpag.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/4w350m3/donation/direct/charity/11443#MessageAndAmount

