
  

From: Sue Tanner  
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2014 4:41 PM 

To: LWP.consultation@communities.gsi.gov.uk  
Subject: Consultation on Local Welfare Provision  

  
I am writing, on  behalf of Oxford & District Child Poverty Action Group, in response to your 
consultation. 
  
  
Oxford & District Child Poverty Action Group support Option 4.   
  
We are in a unique position to describe the impact of the withdrawal of funding, and the 
disadvantages of not ring-fencing it, because Oxfordshire is one of a very small number of local 
authorities which have already axed the fund originally set up in 2013 using Local Welfare 
Provision funding.  The Oxfordshire Support Fund ran for only one year and was effectively ended 
in March 2014 and the money diverted to other parts of the Adult Social Care budget. 
  
As a result, there is no safety net for those facing financial crisis.  Local advice workers tell us that 
they now see clients who are destitute and for whom there is no longer any statutory help 
available.  This includes, for example, those whose benefits are delayed or have been withdrawn, 
such as those facing mandatory review of ESA.  The Support Fund used to provide food vouchers 
and immediate help with fuel costs to local residents in this position.  These are no longer 
available and clients instead have to be referred to food banks and to local charities, which can 
only provide limited help and often take some weeks to respond.   
  
There is a real need for emergency funds to be made available either from national or local 
government to those who face sudden financial crisis. 
  
In addition, we endorse the views of national CPAG, which is calling for:  

• Funding for LWP to be maintained at least in line with current levels; 

• In recognition of the part that LWP plays in the social security system, funding to be maintained 
via a section 31 grant from DWP; 

• Funds to be ring-fenced to ensure that all local authorities provide LWP for their residents; 

• Minimum standards to monitor LWP to be placed on local authorities to ensure informed 
decisions about LWP can be made in the future; 

• That DWP, DCLG and Treasury provide clarity as to how LWP will be funded beyond 2015/16; 

• That proposals made under option 4 be given due consideration at a formative stage of decision 
making to ensure that the consultation truly facilitates a “fresh decision”’ as required by the 
consent order. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

Sue Tanner, on behalf of Oxford & District CPAG 
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